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to see about your bed so many persons who appear
to love you, and cannot find enough smiles, words of
comfort and flattering attentions." But chill as an
ague was the effect of emerging from this heated
atmosphere of caresses into the street, amid the
indifference of strangers. " Crueller yet is the slight
relaxation of love among one's loved ones. Restless
and imaginative spirits tend to pervert the least "
phrase, to parody the slightest gesture. You fancy
that of those who entered during the day not one
has spoken with genuine cordiality, and that all
were in haste to leave you."

Though his street associates were gamins of toil,
Leon attended only private schools*1 He was
marked out as an intellectual among his brothers
from the beginning, and there was no thought of
apprenticing him to the shop. His earliest seminary
was the Institution Roux, a grammar school in the
Rue d'Aboukir, near his home, which he entered at
the age of six. Five years later he progressed to the
Lycee Charlemagne, where he became one of the
most redoubtable snatchers of prizes in the history
of that nursery of French genius. Through its
obscure portal at No. 101 Rue Saint-Antoine, in the
shadow of the Bastille's column, with a Jesuit church
on one hand and on the other the pushcarts of the

1 The cost of private instruction was not excessive. Tuition
at the Lycee Charlemagne during the 'eighties was 250 francs
per year, or 50 dollars at the exchange then in effect* L&m
had contrived to escape from home, and during most of the
five years when he was registered in this college lived at the
Institution Kahn, one of several pensions in the neighbourhood
where students were lodged and fed.